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Towards a global database on SITS (2)

United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) launched UN Service Trade 

database in 2007:
� containing statistics on resident to non-resident trade in services between 

(all) the countries of the world

� based on the experience with the International Merchandise Trade
Statistics database (UN Comtrade)



Data collection by UNSD

� UNSD/Eurostat memorandum of understanding 2006 (EU27+6)

� Annual request for data on external trade in services
� (July every year) to the rest of the countries in the world

� Cooperation with other international organizations 
� using balance of payments statistics from other SITS databases when 

no country data set is received directly by UNSD.

� Data requirements for data on external trade in services:
� Reference years: 2000-2012
� Trade flow: Exports (credit) and imports (debit) of services
� Breakdown by partner country/region, if possible
� Service categories: EBOPS, as detailed as possible
� Value: in USD or national currency
� Metadata: Description of data sources, methodology etc.



Data processing by UNSD

� All received data are processed by UNSD before uploading to UN Service 
Trade database to ensure data quality (accuracy, comparability etc.). The 
data processing includes: data transformations, data validation, consistency 
checks and applying currency conversion factors (if original data was 
reported in national currency) before uploading data to UN Service Trade 
database.

� There is currently no estimation of missing values or statistical projection 

� Metadata is uploaded to the database if provided by the reporting country.
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http://unstats.un.org/unsd/servicetrade/

The online database browser

� Free to the public

� User friendly

� Easy download

� Same interface as 
the UN Comtrade
data browser



UN Service Trade data availability for the period 2000UN Service Trade data availability for the period 2000--2012:2012:

� 67 other countries received directly by UNSD

� 93 countries with data sets from IMF and WTO databases
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Future improvements

� Increase the number of data sets
received directly from countries 
(national statistical offices, central 
banks and Eurostat)

� Improve the data quality in UN 
ServiceTrade by improving the UNSD 
data processing

� Get more trade data with partner 
breakdown – currently 42 countries 
only (of which 31 from Eurostat)

� Provide more metadata and 
information on SITS country practices

� Work on the functionality and user 
friendliness of the online data browser

It is YOUR Global Database on SITS!



Database UN ServiceTrade

Data availability for CARICOM countries 2011
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Database UN ServiceTrade

Data availability for CARICOM countries 2001 - 2011



Database UN ServiceTrade

Data availability for CARICOM countries 2001 - 2011



Database UN ServiceTrade

Data availability for CARICOM countries 2001 - 2011


